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MEMBERS PRESENT

Roland Loog, Alachua County
Tom Tumbleson, Alachua County

Harvey Campbell, Columbia County

Paulette Lord, Columbia County

Donna Creamer, Gilchrist County

Wendell Hannum, Hamilton County

Cindi Foreman, Hamilton County

Tim Peary, Jefferson County

Nancy Wideman, Jefferson County

Sharon Liggett, Leon County

Carol McQueen, Levy County

Dean Fowler, Taylor County

MEMBERS ABSENT

Elaine McGrath, Columbia County

Lee Garner, Gadsden County
Cindi Foreman, Hamilton County

Cheryl Hollis, Lafayette County
Helen Koehler, Levy County

Jason Hackle, Madison County

Jackie Blount, Madison County

Marsha Lee, Suwannee County 

OTHERS PRESENT


Lois Nevins
Linda Landrum

Marcheta Keefer

Sherri Martin

Gretchen Avera

STAFF

Jayne Moraski
Chair Carol McQueen called the meeting to order at 10:16 AM. 

I. Introductions were made.
II. Approval of the Agenda and the April, 2008 MEETING MINUTES
ACTION:   Tim Peary moved and Sharon Liggett seconded the approval of the April meeting minutes.     Motion carried.
III. 
Old Business 

A. Committee Reports
1. Marketing Committee – Paulette Lord handed out an update on the month’s marketing items noting the group needed to fill trade show slots for the Florida Folk Festival. The group determined who would man each 4 hours shift at the festival. 

Ms. Lord also discussed the Suwannee River Paddling Guide, noting that author Lars Anderson was finishing up the text. She also discussed the Sales Mission to Orlando which should be completed in the next month. 
2. FAM Committee - Harvey Campbell handed out the Springs FAM itinerary scheduled updated for June 4-8 and noted the group had 10 travel writers within the first week of publicizing the invitation.  Counties included in this FAM are Alachua, Dixie, Gilchrist, Levy, Columbia, Suwannee, Madison and Leon. Gifts of snorkels and towels were chosen for the writers. 
The recent Romantic FAM sponsored by VISIT FLORIDA had several mechanical difficulties with the bus. Therefore, each writer was sent a roadside assistance kit after the FAM. 

Emergency medical forms for writers were discussed. 

ACTION: Roland Loog moved and Sharon Liggett seconded that Original Florida would adopt a policy of requesting emergency medical forms from FAM participants before they participate. Discussion: Marcheta Keefer agreed to modify a form for Original Florida’s use. Motion carried. 

3. Other Committee Reports – None. However, the group discussed trade show attendance and noted that they may want to consider a booth at the Butterfly Festival and the Spring Arts Festivals in Gainesville in the future. 
B. VISIT FLORIDA UPDATES
1. Sherri Martin noted that committee applications were due the day of the meeting. 
2. She noted that visitation was up 3.4% for the first quarter of 2008 and 9.2% increase for in-state travel. The “Been There, Haven’t Done That” campaign will target in-state travelers as well. 
3. The rural tourism summit had 95 persons registered and the evaluations received indicated most were satisfied with the experience held in Sebring in early May. 
C. Paddling Guide - Paulette Lord noted this information during her marketing committee report. 
D. Budget Updates – Jayne Moraski noted that budget and bank statements were included in the packet for member review. Halfway through the year, the group had expended 35% of its budget and was on-track to remain under budget for the year.

E. Other Old Business
IV. NEW BUSINESS

A. Possible Grant through National Park Service
Jayne Moraski explained that National Park Service will provide a staff member for a region seeking to implement a regional program of significance. An overview of the program was included in the packet for member review. The grant due in August would allow for projects such as the DeSoto Trail or the Suwannee River Wilderness Trail to have a full-time national park employee working with the group to implement programs such as a website or tying the DeSoto Trail into a geocaching campaign. The grant will not pay for bricks and mortar projects associated with the program. 

ACTION: Sharon Liggett moved and Donna Creamer seconded that the Original Florida apply for the National Park Service grant. The motion carried. 
Committee creation: Chair McQueen appointed Tim Peary, Sharon Liggett, Tom Tumbleson and herself to the committee to guide this grant process. 

B. New Website Training- Jayne Moraski will send out an email requesting that each county designate one member as their county representative for website maintenance. Each county is asked to ensure that the listings in their region are correct and to update the events category of the map listings. 
C. Other New Business

Sherri Martin noted that VISIT FLORIDA may host another visioning session for a rural community. Last year the City of LaBelle received consultation services from Glatting Jackson equivalent to $40,000 of value. The application process will open soon.

The meeting adjourned at 11:25 am.

DATE AND LOCATION OF NEXT MEETING

The next regular meeting is scheduled for 10:00 AM, June 19, 2008 in Leon County, at a place to be determined.




_____________________________________________________________________                                               
Chair
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